
 
S P E C I A L   F E A T U R E 

 
Restaurants at The Broadmoor – 
 A Brief History 
When the Broadmoor opened in 1929 - and 
for 62 years afterward - the space we now 
know as The Commons became home to a 
series of different restaurants, which hosted 
countless dinners, banquets, balls, cabarets 
and dinner dances.  
 
Over the decades, the restaurants frequently 
appeared in fine dining guides and 
newspaper “night spot notes” catering not 
only to the Broadmoor’s guests and residents, 
but to the social circles of Washington.  
 
The Broadmoor Café  
The first restaurant at the Broadmoor, the 
Broadmoor Café advertised “a tempting 
menu of choicest foods deliciously prepared” 
in a “Dining Room of Distinction.” 

  
 The Broadmoor 
Café offered guests 
breakfast and lunch 
a la carte as well as 
a full dinner. The 
Café advertised a 
special Sunday 
dinner - from 12 to 
2 pm and 5:30 to 8 

pm - for one dollar.  
 
 
Managed and operated by the proprietor of 
the Woodley Park Café (located in nearby 
Woodley Towers), the Broadmoor Café 
operated less than a year, closing in Spring of 
1930. 
 
The Broadmoor Silver Grill   
The first documentation of the Broadmoor 
Silver Grill appeared in May 1930. The Silver 
Grill offered both table d’hote (fixed price) and 
a la carte menus and advertised both full 
course dinners and cold-cuts dinners, for one 
dollar. An early Broadmoor brochure 
described the Dining Room and Silver Grill 

“decorated in the moderne” and showed the 
dining room to be one large open space (as 
opposed to the three separate spaces as they 
exist today).  
 

 
                                                                  Broadmoor brochure, c.1930 
 
The Silver Grill also offered traditional 
holiday meals – Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s – all for one dollar - with meals 
ranging from barbecue rabbit to roast turkey 
and chestnut dressing. For hotel guests and 
residents, dinner room service was available 
for a twenty-five cent charge per person. 
 
In November 1934, Albert Muller and the 
renown chef Marius Manon became the Silver 
Grill’s new proprietors, and brought with 
them the concept of Supper Dancing.   Shortly 
after taking over the Silver Grill, Muller and 
Manon began to advertise Saturday night 
supper dancing, and to celebrate their one-
year anniversary in November 1935, they 
brought “a whopping big floor show of five 
acts” from New York. Every Saturday night 
thereafter, Muller and Manon featured Al 
Shay and his New Yorkers big three act floor 
show and charged guests a $1.65 cover charge 
to “Dance ‘til 1am.”  
 
During this time, an outdoor terrace existed 
on part of what is now the roof of the garage. 
Referred to as the Roof Garden, the terrace 
was directly accessible from the dining room 
and photographs of the era show a double-
sided staircase on the far back wall that led to 
a glass door. 
It is unclear what year the Roof Garden 
opened; the first known documentation of it 

Broadmoor Café 
advertisement, April 1930 
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is in an advertisement from June 1936 
enticing Silver Grill guests to “Dine on the 
Terrace …Overlooking Rock Creek Park.” It 
is likely that some of Muller and Manon’s 
supper dancing events also took place on the 
Roof Garden.  
 
Julian Mazor #700B (who moved to the 
Broadmoor in 1937) recalls playing on the 
Roof Garden with his boyhood friend, John 
Coffee. As Julian recalls, John, (who was the 
son of Congressman John Coffee) was “a real 
hell-raiser – you know, how kids will be – we 
used to have a lot of pranks, we used to 
throw water bombs off the Roof Garden and 
then [the adults] would come and chase us 
off!” 
 
The year the Roof Garden closed remains 
vague; likely it closed before or during World 
War II. It is certain that by 1948 both the Roof 
Garden and staircase leading to it were gone.  
However, evidence of it still remains today: 
on the far wall of the Commons, residents can 
still see the glass door (now sealed) that once 
opened onto the Roof Garden. 
 
The Broadmoor Dining Room /Restaurant 
Although some sources suggest The Silver 
Grill remained in operation until 1938, the 
last known reference to it is June 1936. From 
January 1937 onward, the restaurant was 
called simply “the restaurant at the 
Broadmoor” or the Broadmoor Dining Room. 
By the end of 1938 the Broadmoor Dining 
Room again began to offer traditional holiday 
dinners, the price still remaining one dollar.  
 
In the late 1930s the Broadmoor undertook 
extensive remodeling of the lobby and the 
dining room, changing styles from Tudor to 
Art Deco.  The dining room was partitioned 
into three separate rooms and Art Deco 
wainscoting and other details, including the 
Art Deco Bar, were added. 
 
Julian Mazor recalls the Art Deco bar as a 
favorite hangout of the Washington Senator 
baseball team during the 1930s and 1940s (a 
number of the team members lived here at 
the time).  

 
During World War II, the Broadmoor Dining 
Room was operated for a time by August 
Korban and appeared regularly in The 
Washington Post in the popular column 
“Ringside Table with Mary Harris.”   
 
“The elegant arches of the Broadmoor dining room will 
remind you of the stately Senate restaurant.” 
 
“More and more people seem to be finding out that the 
Broadmoor dining room offers the perfect hour serene 
in Larry Hendrick’s softly modulated organ music and 
interesting food.” 
 
“For dinner we’d like…duck with old fashioned 
dressing at the Broadmoor…” 

 
The names Broadmoor Dining Room and 
Broadmoor Restaurant continued to be used 
interchangeably from the end of the 1930s 
through the mid-1950s – with one exception.  
 
Marguery Restaurant 
For a time between 1938 and 1948, the 
restaurant was named Marguery Restaurant 

for “Finer Foods and 
Cocktails” with “Nino 
and Pierre At Your 
Command.” 
 
Little else is known 
about Marguery’s; 
research continues.  
 
matchbook c. 1938-1948 

 
 
The Broadmoor Restaurant  - post 1948 
In the years immediately following the 
Broadmoor’s conversion to a cooperative in 
1948, several proprietors oversaw the 
restaurant.  
 
In 1949, two women operated the Broadmoor 
Restaurant: Mrs. Zada Daniels and Miss 
Helen Dickson. Eleanor Jackson #202 recalls 
that both Mrs. Daniels and Miss Dickson 
were residents in the building at the time they 
ran the restaurant.  
In April 1955, the renown chef George Zinkler 
took over the restaurant:  
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“The long awaited moment has come, George Zinkelr, 
noted Congressional Club manager, is in town with a 
restaurant at The Broadmoor. For those who never 
tried Mr. Zinkler’s famous recipes, there’s a treat in 
store….The Broadmoor is charmingly different. 
Sparkling white tablecloths and a lovely décor make 
Broadmoor a pleasant dining rendezvous. And the free 
parking in the Broadmoor garage is a happy privilege.”  
 
 
Braun’s  
By 1957, George Zinkler left and Mr. and Mrs. 
Erich Braun took over the operation of the 
restaurant and changed the name to Braun’s.  
 
In addition to the restaurant, Mr. and Mrs. 
Braun ran an extensive catering business 
from the space, and Mrs. Braun became 
renown for her ice sculptures. The Brauns ran 
the restaurant for about ten years.  
 
 
Csikos 
In August 1969, Mr. and Mrs. Rainer 
Thuleweit opened a Hungarian restaurant in 
the space and renamed it Csikos (pronounced 
CHEEkos). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

matchbook, c. 1970s or 1980s 
 
Lauded in its early years as one of the only 
Hungarian restaurants in Washington, Csikos 
received outstanding reviews for its cuisine. 
Shortly after Csikos opened, a restaurant 
critic described the dining room décor:  
“It has been virtually unchanged – high ceilings and 
mirrored walls – since 1929, when the Broadmoor was 
built. Doll-like Hungarian figures help to decorate the 
room.”  
 
Rhona Hartman #704 recalls her first visit to 
Csikos, long before she became a Broadmoor 
resident: 

“To honor my husband’s Hungarian roots, Bob and 
I dined at Csiko’s, around 1970, shortly after we 
moved to Washington. We enjoyed the elegance, 

soft lighting, fine service, and delicious food. Bob 
loved the Csikos Sour Cherry Soup, which he said 
was just like the one his mother used to make from 
the fruit tree growing in his backyard in New 
York.” 

 
Eleanor Jackson #202, a frequent patron of 
Csikos, recalls, 
“I ate there almost every evening – they had an 
evening special for Broadmoor residents- for seven 
dollars you could get a complete meal – soup or 
salad and vegetables and a main course and if you 
didn’t take soup or salad, you could get either ice 
cream or apple strudel if they had it – they didn’t 
have it every night…So a lot of us did go down 
there – it was especially nice for me because I would 
get home from work…primp up a little bit and go in 
there and have dinner. And there was always 
somebody there that I knew that I could sit with… “ 

 
The Thuleweits offered room service to those 
residents they knew well and regulars kept 
an open tab, paying weekly. 
 
Patrons remember the restaurant’s Old World 
feel and dark red velvet drapes, as well as the 
wide variety of music, which - depending on 
the occasion - ranged from gypsy background 
music and strolling violinists, to combination 
bands that played both popular American 
and traditional Hungarian music.  
 
Eleanor also remembers many semi-formal 
dinner dances at Csikos, 
 “They had a wooden floor that they put in the middle 
and they pushed the tables back…and then they had the 
band at one end. Colonel Easley was so nice - he’d 
dance with every lady at the table and there were a lot 
of us!” 
 
Csikos closed in August 1991.  
 

            
The Broadmoor opened the Commons for 
residents' use in the mid 1990s. Now, 
Broadmoor residents who host events in the 
Commons continue the tradition, as each 
party creates its own "restaurant." 
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